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The Budget forecast an increase of
13 000" jobs “in sehiel 'economy’ tfin thie

coming year. But it is not clear how
realfstlc this jobs forecast “is. The
only: fgpecific "Ltem of Jiobl ‘creation
included in the budget is the 3,000
jobs expected e wesnlt ~TEFram . in-
creased capital spending (on roads,
sanitation e®c) in 1989 mostly

from the EECTs
Most of

financed by increases
Regional Development Fund.

these jobs will be'"in the -~ construc-
tion « industry.

Thel restiof the job growth | forecasi
is expected toi o flow “from: i peneral
improvements in the economy, includ-
ing | the spinloff efficers Hof Tbudget

tax reliefs and welfare increases. By
putting more money in peoples pockets
you encourage shieme tol ‘spend & more.
But the extent of job creation as a
result depends on many factors e.g.
how much of the extra money is spent
on imported goods.  Meanwhile the
budget also annouced that there would
bie | a ‘reduction of a further 35, 000
jeobs tn the publiec sector in 1989.

The latest Labour Force Survey which
ig the only measure of cverall
employment in the economy showed an
increase of 6,000 jebs between April
v 8 T lamds Aprd k088 Thel Eae bty thatEhe
LES f3gures Eeiddmaste i bhresbEa e siE Ul —

crease in employment of any signifi-
cance this deécade,6 i being  presented
by  the | GoevieEnment Las confirmation
that they are on the right track in
tackling unemployment. The LES also
showed thiat most of theirecent drop
in wunemployment was due to enigra-
tion. This zlone should be enough to
comfimmy thea much more concerted
acoihon «son  Jabicreation 1S ne cesisary

than is evident Im: the Budget.

T " what ways will the Budget ' affiect
the unemployed? ALY, seocial ‘welfare
payments are being increased by 3%
from! July.trln addition V-the s Budget
provides fopmeantilgxtrna 9L 8 for . .the
single long-term unemployed 1i.e a
total fncreasetof"12% or | "E5. How-

ever adult dependant allowances were
only increased by 3% so the percen-
tage increase for married couples on
long term Unemployment Assistance is
less. The Budget also announced the

introduction of a minimum child

dependent allowance of £10.

Though these changes are welcome it
must be pointed out that they still
fadaFE T itar shoTit" Niof the minimally
adequate inicome calculated " Hyd §ithe
Commission on Social Welfare, and in
fact they are well short of the £50
basiec payment called for by the INOU
and “othier groupsy His ‘el b LLEst step
towards implementing the Commissions
recommendation.

The Budget included a number of other
measures ' directly relevant to the
unemployed. It amnounced’ that the

defini ticon of what constitutes an
turban! or 'rural’ area Eor the
purposes of the unemployment assist-

ance scheme would be reviewed before
sl op In fact the Minmister has® sifice
announced that the separate rural

rate will be done away with and all
unemployed people will receive the
higher urban rate. Also an anomaly in
the National te Be TeE-
moved. In
otherwise

ances, | eLE.
unemployment

Fuel Scheme is
future people
ent it lieds ¥ goliv tuel
somebody on lomg-TLerm
assistance, wi il mot be
disqualified on the basis that
body else who 1% L allesnn a
Fele iy Lienits lives in the
household.

who are
allow=

some—
welfare
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